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THE CONQUERING JEW


CHAPTER I



A REVIEW

IT is well if at the outset I make clear that these pages are not written from a pro-Semite or anti-Semite point of view. Many books have been published about the Jews; but the majority are marred by over-enthusiasm or violence of opinion, and lack the judicial spirit which is necessary in contemplating a phenomenon which is also a problem.

To be quite frank, this little volume is the consequence of an accident. For a good many years now it has been my custom to visit different parts of the world to study and write upon the development, chiefly economic, of various countries. And wherever I have gone I have found the Jew a principal factor. Whether it be on the bourses of the European financial centres,

or in the business of Broadway, or in the wheat markets of Russia or Argentina, or in the trade of Africa, north and south, there the Jew has always been prominent, quietly but restlessly obtaining grip of the commerce.

In a vague way, like everybody else, I was conscious that the Jew was "getting hold of everything," and I was perfectly aware that though personally the Jew was esteemed by those amongst whom he worked, there was an underlying dislike, which some people think is racial, but which is really economic. As a mere matter of personal interest, I began to make casual inquiry how far the Jew was really "getting hold of everything." I soon found I was delving in a field of startling facts. And when I accumulated my facts I was led, very naturally, into an inquiry of the why.

And this book is the outcome. It is written, so far as I know how, from an unbiased standpoint. Perhaps for that reason it will be disappointing to many readers: to the Jews themselves, always a sensitive people, because they will think justice is not done to them, and they will even resent some of my conclusions; whilst others who have come into contact with Jews in commercial

But the Jew of to-day is what the world has made him. That is a fact which the critical Gentile knows, but is inclined to forget. It is a platitude that this age is the heir of all the ages. More than any other people on earth the modern Jews are the children of the ages. Therefore it is without prejudice and without enthusiasm—though frequently with much wonder, which often merges into unstinted admiration—that I have studied the reasons this little race, belonging to the Semite family, has attained the position it holds to-day and endeavoured to find out what is going to be the future of the Jewish people.

Mark the contrasts. Though belonging to an ancient Orientalism, the Jews are amongst the most modern of races. They are exploiters of other people, and they are exploited. They have amongst them many of the richest men in the world, as undoubtedly they have millions of the poorest. They reach the extremes in generosity and meanness. They are grossly materialistic, and yet have taught the world much in idealism.

There are more men of genius among a million Jews than among a million Gentiles, but also there are more idiots.

the first and merging into the second generation; for it is mainly to the East End of London that Jewish immigrants from Russia go. The point I am making is, that the Jew, when he is in a minority and mixes with an alien people, begins to drop the characteristics of his own people, and adopts, generally unconsciously, but sometimes deliberately, the characteristics of the folk amongst whom he has pitched his tent.

We know of the tendency in modern Judaism to abandon the names of lineage, to become passive toward, if not to forsake, the old religion. We are conscious that the well-to-do Jew does not send his children to a Jewish school. In many of the capitals of the world the Jews eat forbidden foods; they keep no fast days; they sell on Saturdays—only the poor are orthodox! Slowly, but increasingly, there is inter-marriage between Jews and Gentiles. There were never so many Jews in the world as to-day, and yet it is to-day that the question is being asked whether the structure of Judaism is not going to crumble, and whether, within a few generations, the Jews, as a people apart, will not disappear and be absorbed by other races.

In Russia, where full liberty has been refused the Jews, the traditions of Judaism

are held most precious. Wherever the Jews are admitted to the freedom of nations the inclination is to break from the faith. An acquaintance with history shows us that so long as the Jew was oppressed he gripped close to the religion of his stock. Wherever he has been given equality he has slackened in faith and, except in race, is often as the Gentile.

In western Europe and in America the Jews are becoming denationalised. An attempt has been made to stem the tide by making accommodation with the twentieth century, by becoming up to date, by revising the Prayer Book, by using English instead of Hebrew, by having a sermon in English, even by the introduction of an organ.

Of the 12,000,000 Jews in the world it may be said that half the number—6,000,000—are poor, prolific, and staunch to their traditions. You will find them mostly in Russia and eastern Europe. There are 3,000,000 Jews in America and Great Britain, and these may be described as half-way Jews; they are within the faith and occasionally go to the synagogue. Yet there are 2,000,000 Jews who acknowledge their race, but little more. There are 1,000,000 who are frankly agnostic. I use round figures, whilst per-

fectly aware of the manifold exceptions, but fully convinced that my figures explain the grouping in masses.
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Asia has a little over 400,000, Africa 300,000, Australia 20,000, Great Britain 250,000, France 100,000, Germany 600,000, Italy 35,000, Rumania 266,000, Austria 1,225,000, Netherlands 104,000, Canada 60,000, Argentina 40,000, Brazil 3,000. As part of the Asiatic total there are 180,000 in India, and as part of the African total there are 150,000 in Morocco. Palestine has 85,000. Wherever you go—China, Norway, South Africa, the West Indies—you meet the Jews. Considering the world's population of 1,600,000,000, the total number of Jews is insignificant, but their influence in the affairs of the world is colossal.

The capacity of the Jew for business success need not be argued. If one would find broad and well-defined causes, it would have to be written that he is more materialistic than other men: he has a tremendous will power, and his tenacity is unflinching. Though always an adroit bargainer and money-maker, it is to be noted that not until comparatively recent times has the Jewish race produced men of intellect. The reason put forward is, that when the Jew was kept to his purely Talmudic culture, he made no intellectual progress whatever. It was only when he began to free himself from his old laws, to learn beneath the tree of modern

knowledge, that he produced men of intellectual qualities. In the whole range of the arts, as well as in law and literature, the number of Jews is out of proportion to their number in the general population. In Great Britain there are a quarter of a million of Jews in a general population of 46,000,000—say one-half per cent. of the whole. Yet of the men who achieve distinction in England six per cent. are Jews.

speaking, Jews are engaged in occupations more open to the practice of deception than are the mass of Christians. Again, when the Jew is a criminal his offence is usually fraud, whilst the Christian commits more crimes of violence. This does not mean that all Jews are fraudulently disposed; it merely offers further evidence in support of the statements just made concerning hereditary traits and the opportunities for fraud presented by the businesses in which Jews are engaged.

The cruelty of the Middle Ages intensified the sharpness and resourcefulness of the Jew. In olden days he had little opening in finance except to lend money to the Christian, and he was hated because he wanted his money back with a percentage—just as he is hated to-day in Russia by the improvident Russian, who flies to him for aid and then denounces him when he demands repayment. To-day, the Jew is the capitalist who often supplies the means to establish Christian manufacturers. Remember that all modern commercial enterprise, represented by joint stock banks, trusts, syndicates, stock exchange speculation, even the great department stores, were originated by Jews. Nowhere is competition so keen as in the United States. Yet it is in the United States that the Jews
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American Jews and Occupations 95

together, they are not rich as a class. The influx of practically destitute aliens keeps down the average.

Generally speaking, the Jew is rather shy of having to do with anything which suggests a trust. He likes to be a banker or a lawyer or a dealer in clothing, jewellery, or cigars. He is a petty storekeeper; but amongst his people you find a Siegel, a Straus, and a Bloomingdale. Among the beef kings are Sulzberger, Nelson Morris, and Schwarzchild. Jews are pawnbrokers, but they are also financiers, like Speyer, Seligman, Loeb, and Schiff. There are five Guttenheims amongst the smelters of Colorado. Twenty-five per cent. of the silversmiths of America are Jews.

The Jew does not often grow cotton, and he is not in textile manufactures; but in the clothing business he sweeps the field. In tailoring, boot and shoe making, and fur preparing the Jews—roughly 2142\frac{1}{4} per cent. of the population—have 45 per cent. of the business; but though the Jews do not grow cotton they take a big hand in controlling the cotton market.

The Jew, therefore, is in almost everything. It has been said the Jews somewhat resemble a department store: you ask what you want and they give it you. Amongst
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American Jews and Occupations 101

south. There is no anti-Jewish feeling. Six Galveston institutions have Jews at their head. The Universities have Jewish professors. The Jews hold high rank as Freemasons, and those that are clubable are welcomed in the clubs. Indeed, I could make a grand tour of the whole of the United States, and it is doubtful if there would be a single place where the Jews were not "making good."

who have such a prominent place in the scholastic profession as the Jews.
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American Jews and Occupations 103

Only a few years ago a considerable number of these present-day millionaire proprietors were carrying packs on their backs or trundling push-carts. And they are large holders, not only in the East Side tenement district, but in all parts of the city, including the high-class business and residential sections. The chances are, says Mr. Hendrick, if you wish to lease an apartment in almost any part of New York to-day, that you will pay your rent to a Jewish landlord. There is not the slightest doubt that in a few years the Jews will own the larger part of Manhattan Island, the richest parcel of real estate in the world.

Apparently, huge capital is required to operate in property. The Jewish new-comer has not the means, but he scrapes and economises until he has a small bundle of dollars. Then he leases a wretched tenement dwelling, lives himself in the worst rooms, lets the others, makes a profit, and then proceeds to a bigger enterprise in leasing. At the end of a few years he can purchase a tenement house, though he will burden it with mortgages. With struggling and squeezing he will become complete owner. In Europe, as I have said, the Jew is a lender; in America he is a borrower. Most of the rich present-day Jews of the United States have built their fortune on
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American Jews and Occupations 105

judicious borrowing, but always shrewdly seeing the way to return the money with a considerable margin for themselves. By foresight, or out of the shrewdest speculation, the Jews are becoming the principal owners of New York City.

One half of the students in Columbia University and three-quarters of the undergraduates in the College of the City of New York are Jews. These young fellows are

invading the Civil Service; they are elbowing the American-German-Irish competitors on one side. They win the prizes fairly in examination, for they easily out-distance the Gentiles in knowledge. Mr. Hendrick says they have already obtained absolute control of certain city departments. They fill nearly all medical and laboratory offices, in which New York employs a fair-sized army. They have captured a great majority of the engineering jobs. They hold most of the minor legal positions. They are the city's searchers, process-servers, and law examiners. Most of the municipal office-boys are youngsters from the East Side; the stenographers and type-writers are nearly all Jewish girls; the book-keepers and holders of minor clerical positions are nearly all Jews.

The great department stores, such as we know them to-day, have grown out of Jewish brains. The names of Straus, Altman, Stern, Bloomingdale, Siegel, Greenhut, tell the story of the amazing stores in the great cities, most of which have, within the last generation, sprung from the humblest of beginnings. The Jews are masters of the whisky trade in America. Eighty per cent. of the members of the National Liquor Dealers' Association are Jews. It has been shown that 60 per cent.
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American Jews and Occupations 109

of the business of distilling and wholesale trade in whisky is in the hands of the Jews. As middlemen they control the wine product of California. Jews visit the tobacco-growing States, buy up nearly all the leaf tobacco, so that the great tobacco companies have to buy the raw product from them. The Jews have a grip of the cigar trade. The American Tobacco Company manufactures about 15 per cent. of the cigars smoked in the United States. The Jews provide the rest. It will be seen that the Jew lays his hands on those businesses which require the smallest outlay at the start. The mighty concerns, which fulfil orders from the Atlantic to the Pacific, mostly began with peddling from door to door.

Many of the greatest American banking houses were established by Jews. The railroad field in America, extending from the Mississippi River to the Pacific coast, and south from the Missouri River to the Mexican line, is now largely dominated by the Jews, chiefly the firm of Kuhn, Loeb and Co. Mr. Hendrick reports that among other properties the influence of this firm extends to the Illinois Central. This Jewish house is also the largest single power in the Baltimore and Ohio. It is also influential in the Southern Pacific. It is by no means without power

in the great railroad system built up by Commodore Vanderbilt—the New York Central. A year or two ago the whole Gould system escaped, at the eleventh hour, from falling into the hands of Kuhn, Loeb and Co., and George Gould rescued himself only by appealing for help to another Jewish banking house, that of Speyer and Co. Had the United States Supreme Court not interfered, there is every likelihood that the same combination would have taken over the larger part of the railroad mileage of the country.

The amusement of America is almost completely in the hands of the Jews—at least 90 per cent. of the operatic, theatrical, vaudeville, and kinema entertainments are provided by the Jews. They enter the business, not because they are actors who have become managers but because there is money in it. There are half a dozen big theatrical firms whose controllers are all millionaires. There is one firm, the Schuberts, who own, lease, or control nearly twenty theatres in New York, and outside have an interest in quite eighty more. There are Jews who have done excellently on the artistic side of the stage; but this counts for nothing compared with the complete triumph of the Jew on the managerial side. Men like Charles and Daniel
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American Jews and Occupations 111

Below the hill on which stand the Jews who have become dazzlingly wealthy by operating in so many phases of American life are two million other Jews, nearly all animated with the same ambition and spurred by the same desire of success. It is the lamp which
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Justice of England is a Jew. There are Jewish members of the Government. There are Jews in the House of Lords and in the House of Commons. The late King Edward rather went out of his way to show his friendship for the Jews. They are good citizens, are liberal supporters of national charities, maintain their own poor.

It might be possible, as I have previously suggested, to raise a Jew hunt in the Eastend of London, not from any dislike of the Jews as such, but because they are new-comers, who in the struggle for existence undersell the British working man, and, by overcrowding certain districts, compel the Londoner to live some distance from his employment. This is where the personal element comes in. But the British working man, in the mass, has no antipathy to the Jew. He recognises his qualities and concedes that if he cannot get a living in another country he is entitled to make an endeavour in England.

From high finance to street peddling the Jew is markedly in evidence in London. There are all sorts, from the waddling, hooknosed, guttural victims of the sweating shop to the tall, well-made, cultured gentleman whom you cannot distinguish from an Englishman. There is no resentment against the

London, including its far-flung suburbs, has a population of nearly 10,000,000. But though there is a sprinkling of Jews everywhere, the majority congregate in particular areas—the Whitechapel region when they are poor, the Maida Vale and Hampstead areas when things are prospering with them, and the immediate neighbourhood of Park Lane when they are abundantly affluent. London is so enormous that there are hundreds of
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The Jew in Great Britain 117

thousands of folk who have never been in particular districts; indeed, would have some trouble in telling whereabout they lay.

On the Jewish Sabbath most of the Jewish shops are closed. On Saturday night, when the Jewish Sabbath is over, the main streets are thronged with people speaking no English. There is something pathetic about the weak-framed, pale-faced old Jew, often in an anti-
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way the Jews reduce the wages of an industry to the starvation line. There is a good deal of truth in that, but we must be on our guard against exaggeration. We recognise that in cheap tailoring, cheap cabinet-making, cheap shoemaking, and the manufacture of cheap cigars, the Jew has chiefly created a business rather than filched it from somebody else. Therefore the Jew in his competition grinds the Jew much more than he does the Christian. It would appear that "rapid production through minute subdivision of labour forms rather a stage in the evolution of employments to which Jews naturally gravitate than an evil of their creation."

In the cap trade Jewish women are engaged, though there are also some Gentile women. With few exceptions the Jews have the fur trade in the City as well as in the East End. The cheapest kind of umbrellas are made by Jewesses. The poor sort of "sew round" shoes and slippers are made by Jews under wretched conditions—in Spitalfields, Bethnal Green, Whitechapel—often huddled together in foul, underground rooms. Carpet slippers are the product of Jew operatives. An increasing number of Jews are in the the East End furniture trade. The majority are cabinet-makers; some are carvers and

upholsterers; a few are chair-makers and polishers. Some of the most advertised firms are Jews. Male cigarette makers in London are foreigners, and most are Jews. All these employees are at the lowest end of the Jewish scale. We have to go to the Rothschilds and other Jewish bankers to find the other end.

It has been said that the Russian or Polish Jew represents the concentrated essence of Jewish virtue and Jewish vice, for he has, in his individual experience, epitomised the history of his race in the Christian world. Every Jewish lad who lands from Libau in the London docks has the mechanical faculties of the intellect; his powers of reasoning and calculating have been cultivated. So there has come into the labour market a race of workers to contest matters with those who in the main are content to be manual labourers. Where quickness and endurance rather than skill and strength are needed, the Jew is more than a match for the Christian worker. And always he has his eye on the goal of financial achievement; he does not understand what is meant by being content with a competence.

When you find his competitors complaining of his methods it is because, being an Oriental and out to win, he is not always loyal, and integrity is not one of his virtues. The

there was established the Four Per Cent. Industrial Dwellings Co.; the object was to provide the industrial classes with maximum of accommodation at a minimum rent, compatible with paying 4 per cent. on paid-up capital. The chairman of directors is Lord Rothschild. That the rise of house rent in the district inhabited by Jewish immigrants has resulted in the crowding out of the native residents is demonstrated statistically. The apparent predilection of the Jewish immigrants for the congested districts, despite higher rents and poor accommodation, has been a riddle to the sociologist and a problem for the philanthropist.

But let us travel westwards in London. Many of the chief bankers are Jews. The Rothschilds have the premier position. Messrs. Stern and Co. are a very old-established firm of bankers and financiers. Recently Lord Michelham—then the head of Stern and Co.—seceded from the parent firm, taking Colonel Hunziger into partnership, and started under the title of Herbert Stern and Co., Cornhill. Messrs. Sassoon and Co. are leading merchants and bankers. There are so many Jews on the Stock Exchange that it is sometimes referred to as the high temple of Judea. In politics, law, theatrical management, journalism, the


The Jew in Great Britain 125

Jew occupies a position altogether out of proportion to his numbers.

Leeds has a large tailoring interest with a Jewish Master Tailors' Trade Association. The Jews number about 20,000 out of 428,953; the third largest Jewish community in the United Kingdom. About 1,800 belong to the Amalgamated Jewish Tailors, Machinists, and

* See chapter on "The Jew in the World of Art" (p. 277).

In Leicester the well-known clothing firm of Hart and Levy are Jews. In Manchester Jews live in one quarter, and are largely engaged in the cotton trade with the East and the North coast of Africa. In both Birmingham and Bristol Jews are to be found in the coat-making industries. In Dublin the Jewish population, about 2,700, includes a number of cultured Jews who have taken highest distinctions at Trinity College.
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were received by the Board for the relief of sufferers from the disease.

Suggestions were devised for the improvement in the dwellings of Jewish poor, and it was noted that the congestion of Jews in certain districts was beginning to be relieved by their distribution outside the so-called Jewish quarter, and on these lines of watchful care
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a nursing staff at her own expense till 1906, when she procured additional resources, and who has efficiently conducted this department herself.

Alderman (afterwards Sir) David Salomons, M.P. (one of the first Jewish M.P.'s), Mr. Sampson Samuel, Lord Rothschild, and others assisted in these efforts. Except for concessions in regard to "kosher" diet in workhouses, and the admission of separate utensils for cooking the kosher meat, which the Guardians undertook to purchase, the result of years of efforts of the Jewish Board of Guardians to secure for the Jews a share in the benefits of the poor rates to which they contributed is not very noticeable, and it would seem that the Jews in England must themselves mainly bear the burden of Jewish refugees from the Continent. Constant watchfulness is used by the Board over all legislative proposals likely to affect the Jewish poor.

According to Mr. Joseph Jacobs, it appears that of all marriages between English Jews 7127\frac{1}{2} per cent. are between first cousins—a proportion five times as great as that of other inhabitants of London. The assertion is often made, and as often denied, that Jews suffer more from deaf-mutism, idiocy, etc., than other people owing to the frequency of consanguineous marriages. Mr. Jacobs proves that many marriages which seem to be between cousins—the name being the same—are really not so; the fact of the name being the same
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The Jew in Great Britain 137

Jews. He states it is the fashion among English Jews to remedy this paucity of surnames by adopting others of similar initial, e.g. Montmorency for Moses. Doubtless consanguineous marriages are more frequent among Jews in England than on the Continent. Mr. Jacobs says: "Probably 7½ per cent., and certainly 6 per cent., of all marriages between native English Jews are between first cousins; and nearly one-tenth of all English Jews are the offspring of consanguineous marriages."

Cambridge and Oxford have both Hebrew congregations and synagogues. Jewish life at the Universities reveals nothing of the Ghetto. Jewish students do not form an isolated community; they are not restricted to one House or College, but are scattered all over the University. As it is by its social life—for which Oxford and Cambridge are admittedly unique—that the schoolboy may be turned into a man of culture, it will be seen how advantageous this is for the Jew, who has been for so long restricted within narrow grooves. There is always the danger of his being drawn away from his faith. At Cambridge Jewish religious services are held regularly, for the most part by students

themselves, for there is no regular minister. At Oxford, on the other hand, there is practically no Jewish life. When a general meeting of the congregation is called, often only two members respond.
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General, and became Lord Chief Justice. Mr. Herbert Samuel became President of the Local Government Board. Mr. Montagu became Secretary to the Treasury. Several professing Jews have been raised to the peerage; several have been sworn of the Privy Council; and a number created baronets. The Council of India and the higher branches of the Civil Service at home and in India have their Jewish members. Sir Matthew Nathan has been entrusted with two Colonial Governorships.


CHAPTER VII



THE JEWS IN THE BRITISH DOMINIONS

In every part of the British Dominions the Jews have full citizenship. The Colonies gave them emancipation earlier than the Mother Country; indeed, since 1832 Jews have been able to sit in the Canadian Parliament. From the first Jews received equality in Australia.

The outrages on the Jews in eastern Europe, from 1881 onwards, caused an influx into Canada of Russian, Rumanian, Galician, and other Jewish immigrants who not only swelled the communities already established, but formed new settlements throughout the Dominion. Agricultural colonies were established at Assiniboia, Hirsch, Oxbow, Wapella, and elsewhere, mainly through the generosity of Baron Hirsch, who also largely subsidised them. A Jewish minister who recently visited these settlements speaks hopefully of their future. He says there are about 130,000 acres in process of cultivation under the direct supervision of the Jewish Colonisation
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Jews in the British Dominions 141

Association, and having a population of close upon 3,500. In his opinion, the Jewish immigrant cannot fail to succeed if he will only work at first under an experienced farmer and familiarise himself with the conditions in the country.

On the whole, the Jews in Canada are fairly prosperous. Some are making money and working up for themselves positions of importance. Besides the leading cities already mentioned, there are Jews in Berlin (Ontario),
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Belleville, Brantford, Calgary (Alberta), Chatham (New Brunswick), London, Magnetowan (Ontario), Ottawa, Quebec, Regina (Saskatchewan), St. Catherine's, St. John, Sydney, Sherbrooke, Vancouver, Woodstock, Salt River (New Brunswick), Yarmouth, and Yorktown. The Jew is swiftly increasing his influence in Canada.

marked during the last five years that very soon it will be the third largest community in the Commonwealth.

When gold was first discovered at Coolgardie, in 1896, there was such an influx of Jews that their numbers and means together permitted the building of a synagogue; but subsequently the community thinned down so that it found itself unable to continue paying the debt on the building, which has now been sold to a Masonic body.

In all the leading cities the Jews are taking a prominent part in civic life. Jews have been mayors of nearly all the capital cities, and many of them occupy the important position of magistrate. In Victoria two leading industries, coal and the cultivation of beet for the production of spirits and sugar, owe much of their development to the untiring efforts of a prominent Hebrew of that State. A relative of the Montefiore family played a prominent part in the foundation of the State of South Australia, and also served in the Legislative Assembly. The Adelaide Chamber of Commerce has been presided over by a member of the race. A Jew of this State had the distinction of being Premier for a short period. Melbourne has a Jewish paper, as
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has also Sydney. The towns of Karridale and Boyanup, in Western Australia, owe their existence to the enterprise and energy of a Jewish lumber merchant. Generally speaking, the Jewish population of the Commonwealth consists mostly of immigrants. It is found that 79.7 per cent. of all the Jews in New South Wales live in the city of Sydney; 60 per cent. of all the Jews in South Australia live in Adelaide; and 57.5 per cent. of the Jews in Queensland live in Brisbane.

About 1870, when gold was discovered in the Otago district, the Jews made their appearance in New Zealand. Although this initial immigration has never been very largely followed up, the early settlers of the race have been powerful in helping to shape the destiny of the islands. Many of them have presided over Chamber of Commerce meetings; and it was principally due to the vigorous policy of public works followed by a prominent Jew, who was Premier for some time and subsequently Agent-General in England, that the North Island was opened up. The Jews have supplied much of the impetus which has developed commercial enterprise in this dominion. They are active in journalism, and several Jews own and edit newspapers. In the war with the Maoris a number

fought in the British ranks; and it was a member of the Hebrew race who offered to sustain half the cost of a battleship to be presented to the Mother Country.

It has been assumed by some critics of Jewish dominance in the mining industries of South Africa, that the Semitic race only made its appearance on the scene at the period of the boom that set in after the discovery of gold and diamonds. The assumption is far from the truth. The directors of the Dutch East India Company, who for one hundred and fifty years were responsible for the administration of affairs in the Colony at the Cape of Good Hope, included Jews among their number.

The industrial awakening of the whole interior of Cape Colony can be traced to the assiduity of those early Jewish pioneers who landed on South African shores in the early part of the nineteenth century. Many industries bear witness to this, but more especially the trade in hides, wool, mohair, and merino which has had so much to do with the prosperity of the Cape in recent times. A leading firm of Jewish brothers, by fostering the cultivation of the Persian goat, built up a business in wool and mohair, with ramifications all over the world, from which many
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In an address delivered in 1912 before the Jewish Historical Society, Mr. Sidney Mendelssohn showed that from earliest times the

Then there is the firm of Mosenthal Brothers, established about the same period, whose branches throughout the eastern provinces greatly aided the farming industries.
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The Jews have always been prominent in public life. The Hon. Simeon Jacobs, C.M.G., was one of the most prominent South African Jewish colonists in the early part of the second half of the nineteenth century. He was admitted an advocate of the Supreme Court in 1860, and afterwards appointed Attorney-General for British Kaffraria. Sub-

sequently he became Solicitor-General for Grahamstown when the eastern province of the Cape Colony was administered by a separate Lieutenant-Governor. In 1874 he was made Attorney-General of the Cape Colony, which position he filled till 1877. He was made a Puisne Judge of the Supreme Court of the Cape Colony in 1880.
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discovered the great Kimberley mine, the richest diamond mine yet located. Mr. Mendelssohn remarks that when the Jewish capitalists of South Africa are sneered at, and charged with having profited by the toil of the early pioneers of the diamond and gold fields, it may also be told that "a Jewish prospector—working with pick and shovel, like the others—found the great mine, the discovery of which was the first step in the modern advancement and progress which has led to the establishment of the great Empire of South Africa of to-day."

Among other distinguished Jews in South Africa, Alfred Beit, the philanthropist, was not born a Jew, though of Jewish race, but was a supporter of Jewish and other charities. Barnato, the great speculator, came from the East End of London, and was a financial genius. Sir Sigismund Neumann, Sir George Albu, and Senator Samuel Marks were all pioneers who have left their mark in South Africa. Sir David Harris "made the name of Jew honoured in South African warfare." Sir Lionel Phillips has been prominent in politics, and Mr. Alfred Mosely in educational progress. George Garcia Wolf and Barnato, each in his turn, was senior Member of Parliament for Kimberley.
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In a later chapter I will deal with the Jews in the Eastern possessions of Great Britain. Here, however, it is sufficient to emphasise the fact that in every British colony and settlement the world over there is the Jew to be found, sometimes humble and struggling, sometimes ambitious and successful; but wherever he goes, increasing, putting his mark, gaining power, introducing industries, capturing trade, but always patient and industriously moving toward the goal of financial prosperity.


CHAPTER VIII



THE JEWS IN GERMANY AND AUSTRIA

In Germany, which first inaugurated retrogressive measures with respect to modern Jewish emancipation, the Jews are numerous and, on the whole, wealthy and influential. Dr. Ruppin, in his statistics, places the mass of German Jews in the status of the well-to-do bourgeoisie, and another writer confidently asserts he never met a poor native-born German Jew.

Most investigators are agreed that the anti-Semitic outbreak in the land of the Hohenzollerns, while covertly a religious movement, was, in reality, an economic one. After the conclusion of the Franco-Prussian War and the payment of the enormous indemnity by the French, the circulation of money in Germany was plentiful and business brisk. A fever of speculation took possession of all classes; but when the resulting depression and inevitable crisis followed, came the discovery that, with their customary business acumen, the Jews had not only contrived to
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weather the storm by which so many capitalists had seen their savings swept away, but were actually in possession of the security pledged on investments. The disappoi